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fleet almost, in many respects, the equal of our own. We faced
those adverse conditions then; we have nothing worse to face
to-night.
In those days of 1914 also, Italy was neutral; but we did not
know the reason for her neutrality. It was only later on that we
learned that by a secret clause in the original Treaty of the Triple
Alliance, Italy had expressly reserved to herself the right to stand
aside from any war which brought her into conflict with Great
Britain. Much has happened since then. Misunderstandings and
disputes have arisen, but all the more do we appreciate in England
the reason why this great and friendly nation of Italy, with whom
we have never been at war, has not seen fit to enter the struggle.
I do not underrate what lies before us, but I must say this :
I cannot doubt we have the strength to carry a good cause forward,
and to break down the barriers which stand between the wage-
earning masses of every land and that free and more abundant daily
life which science is ready to afford. That is my conviction, and
I look back upon the history of the past to find many sources of
encouragement. Of all the wars that men have fought in their hard
pilgrimage, none was more noble than the great Civil War in
America nearly eighty years ago. Both sides fought with high
conviction, and the war was long and hard. All the heroism of the
South could not redeem their cause from the stain of slavery, just
as all the courage and skill which the Germans always show in war
will not free them from the reproach of Nazism, with its intolerance
and its brutality. We may take good heart from what happened
in America in those famous days of the nineteenth century. We
may be sure that the world will roll forward into broader destinies.
We may remember the words of old John Bright after the American
Civil War was over, when he said to an audience of English working
folk : " At last after the smoke of the battlefield had cleared away,
the horrid shape which had cast its shadow over the whole continent
had vanished and was gone for ever."
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